
Greetings Ministry Partner, 
 
What has the Lord been doing at Crossroads since our last report? After our involvement in the annual 
Cherry Blossom event in April, we were blessed to have another event early in May. We hosted a BBQ 
event with Matt and Stefani Murton at Crossroads. Matt is a former professional baseball player with 
the Chicago Cubs, the Oakland Athletics, and the Hanshin Tigers in Osaka, Japan. After concluding 
a six-year contract on the Japan HanshinTigers team, and breaking every batting record of Japan's 
Babe Ruth (Ichiro by name), he relocated stateside in Brentwood, Tennessee right where our church 
is located. Matt is not only on fire for baseball but is also on fire for Jesus and has a big heart to reach 
Japanese with the Gospel. It's quite difficult to reach Japanese husbands as they are tied to their 
companies, but we had 30 Japanese families come to hear him speak at Crossroads. I also had the 
privilege to share a witness with these families. The Lord really blessed our time together with food, 
fun, and testimonies. There were also games for the kids and a performance by Japanese children.    
 
Also, toward the end of May, we had another special opportunity. A longtime ministry co-worker came 
from Japan to see us. It had been nearly seven years since I was with Dr. Kaz Kinoshita and his wife, 
Emiko. I met Dr. Kinoshita in 1982 and worked for him as an English teacher at the Bi-lingual Academy 
in Tokyo. We worked together for many years doing Simultaneous Translation seminars, plus we also 
worked together starting an outreach to the homeless in central Tokyo. Dr. Kinoshita has had his own 
national television program and radio program on NHK and is widely known for being a linguist. What 
a joy to have him visit our home and Crossroads Church. 
 
Two days later after the Kinoshita left, we had the privilege of having my Nepali daughter in law, 
Neeva's parents visit our home. We were in Nepal last December for Neal & Neeva's Nepali style 
wedding, and her parents treated us like royalty. It was an amazing time! What a joy they could visit 
us here in Tennessee.   
 
 As we moved into the month of June, we had the privilege of joining our team members of the TMS-
Global North America Region. We had three days of fellowship, good food, and praise as we 
worshiped the Lord together. Back in the spring of 2012 just after my late wife, Mari, went to heaven 
from cancer, the Lord spoke to my heart concerning the need to relocate from Tokyo to Tennesse and 
reach Japanese living and working here in the greater Nashville area. When Dick McClain, the former 
president of The Mission Society, now TMS-Global, personally visited me, we discussed the new vision 
I had received. Dick candidly explained to me that The Mission Society didn't exactly consider the US 
a mission field but felt that TMS should take another look at doing so. He told me The Mission Society 
would stand with me in this new ministry venture and would pray for my success. All that to say, TMS-
Global now has a North America Regional Director who oversees ten families who have returned 
stateside for various reasons but are still full-time missionaries with our sending agency.   
 
Thank you for your ongoing prayers and financial support. In that regard, we would like you to know 
that we need increased monthly support. To that end, we have approached some new churches and 
are praying they may consider partnering with us. We need God's direction to see our finances 
increase. We also need some "one-time" gifts if you are able. Just recently I had my transmission 
replaced in my car. And now, the Tracking System and Automatic Brake System are being 
replaced. Two weeks ago, I hydroplaned when I hit standing water and spun in a circle 360 degrees 
during early morning rush hour traffic. It was miraculous that I didn't hit anyone as my car was 
completely out of control. The Lord truly protected me, but it became evident that spending two hours 
on the highway four times a week, often in wet weather, means we needed an immediate 
replacement. While the cost of repair is a legitimate ministry expense, it has plunged our headquarters 
account well into the red. If you can help us out in any way with a "one-time gift," please send it at your 
earliest convenience to TMS-Global earmarked for "Neal and Shirley Hicks." That will ensure we will 
get your gift right away. 
 



Thank you for allowing us to labor together with you and with Jesus as He continues to reach some of 
the least reached with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.   
 
Your missionaries reaching Japanese and internationals with the Good News of Jesus Christ, 
Neal & Shirley Hicks 
Crossroads of the Nations 
7116 Crossroads Blvd. 
Brentwood, TN 37027  
  
P.S. If you wish to give a onetime financial gift, or feel called to support Neal and Shirley’s ministry, 
you may send it to this address:  

TMS Global 
P.O. Box 936559 

Atlanta, GA 31193-6559 

 


